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 YOLUME 1.

CONGRESSIONAL.
DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE PRES-
IDENT'S MESSAGE.

CORRESPONDENCE wqﬁr-rm; DEPARTMENT OF
BTATL

Me. Fox.to Mr. Webier. :
Wasminaron, Nov. 15, 1842,
Sin : With reference to onr recent conversation
upon the question of the Oregon or northwestern
boundary, when | conveyed to you the desire of
her Majesty's government that instructions should
at an early period be adidressed to the Unitod States
:ll:hil‘l.ﬂ in London, m\[nwari:j llumt:nlr&nl with
person as may be appointed by her Maojest
on the part of GN:I- BrinL:r:nﬁ-r a in‘lrll ultl.nm:nlf-ﬂ'
that ion, I have now the honor o inclose to

§ORTH CARDLINA DRESSED FLOORING.
‘AXE HUNDRED THOUSAND FEET North
O‘('"’“""“ divsted flooring, prime quality, juat
ol and far sale, br :
JAMES GREEN. Alexandria,
for rent & eommadious dwelling-houne,

peeived,

ﬁ .J:..: corner of € and 10th streets, containin
o parlors, with sliding doors, dining room
{ichen on the lower floor, and six chambers onthe
gl door.  Inynire of . Gireen, corner of 11th street
Mﬁ;.n»ylrnni:n nvenne, or of ¢
JAMES GREEN, Alexandrin,
Pre. 1—tit*

ADIES, nre you nware that you can save one
L haifof your money by purchaxing your ricands,
Jowers, bonnet caps, Frénch worked collars, and

you the extract of a desparch addressed to me upon
the subject by the Eorl of Aberdeen, in which the
winhes of her Majesty's government are fully and
satisfuctorily set forth. | feel persunded thit the

reat importance of the matter at isone, and the
riendly and conciliatory manner of Lord Aber-
deen's proposal, will induce the Prenident of the
United States to bestow thereupon his early and se-
rious atisnlion. 1
L avnil myself of this occasion to renew to you

the assurance of my distinguished id
H. 8. FOX.
Hon, Daxmen Wensren, &e., &e., &e.
[Hoclosure.]
Forray Orrice, Oct, 18, 1842,
Sun: The ratifications of the treaty concluded on
the Oth of August between Great Briwin and the
United States, were exchanged by me on the 13th

. andkerchinta, lneen, nets, drese-trimmings, | | L i 1
|'ij: Iu‘.‘i--”: :I!urlnm‘ and all kn‘ld’ of fancy Tms:. instant with the minisier of rllm {fmlﬂ.l States ne-
§ e New York Cheap Lace siore, Pennaylvania credited to the court of her Majesty.
e, between 10ih and 11th stroots? We can| The more imporiant question of the disputed
will sell goodn 50 per cent. cheaper than they | boundary between her Majeaty's North American
waibly be purchased thia side of New Yark, | provinces and the United States boing thus seitled,
Iﬂ;., proof of what we say, look at sur prices: | and the feelings which have been mutwally pro-
gendid myles, and rich bonnet riband, from 123 | daeed in the people of both countries by this seitle-
95 cls.—worth 95 to 0 ets. Honnet-caps and | ment hﬂ-ﬂg‘ﬂlllﬂlﬂy favarable, and indicative of n
;m! froma 10 to 31 cents—worth double the [ general desire 10 continne on the be.t footing with
e laces, fron 4 to 874 cents per yard— ench other, it has sppearcd 1o her Majesty's gov-
...l.pnc--. from 121 centn to §1 (0. Best newing | ernment that Loth parties would aet wisely in avail-
Wk, only 2 eenta— worth 5 cents. Dent solid-head | i0g themeelves of 0 auspicious a moment 1o ens
s E,,....m.-m por paper—worth 10 eenta. deayor © iz e g setlement the only remaining
m] tottan, (200 yards,) for3 cents. Worsted | subject or tiriiaridl diffecence, which, although vt
-;im‘ only 8 cents—worth 13}. And th ds of | 80 rdoiis g that of the dortheastern bonndary,

aherarticles now worn and wanted for half what
sibers sell them for.

NEW GOODS! NEW GOODS!!
To be opened this evening, and ready for sale to-
worrow, o splendid lot of 8.4 Tarlelans for dressea,

tihe sery low priee of 56§ cents per yard, Also,
s magnificent assortment of French work, ver

cheap; and a fow blnek silk emlossed falls, an article
wry much wanted, and 81 00 less than the usual

lmi-\!fill'| a very large lot of rich and fashionable

o, positis Jv for one-half the usual price.

3 ‘BRAGDON & TWOMBLY,
Pennaylvania avenue, between 10th and 11th sta,
X.B. All gonds bought at our store may be re-

umel and exchanged, or the money refunded, if

they pre not what they are recommer.ded,
Nov. H4—iif B. & T.

i, novertheless, even at this moment, #ut without

risk to the good understunding Leiween the two

countries, and may, in cowse of time, Le attended

with the same deseription of danger to thoir mutual

peace as the question which has recently been ad-
urted—I speak of the line of Loundary west of the
ocky mountains,

You are aware that Lord Ashburton was furnish-
ed with specific and detailed instructions with re.
apect to the treatment of this point of difference be-
tween the two governments, in the genersl negotin
tions with which he was intrusted, and which he
has brought o a satisfactory issun,

For reasons which it is not necessary here to
batate at length, that point, alter having been made
the subject of conference with the American Seere-
tary of Stnte, was not further' pressed.  The main
ground alleged by his lordship for nbstaining from
& to carry on the discussion with respect to

e

HE INVESTIGATOR —The editor of this pe-
hat

riodieal 1nkes occasion to inform the publi

the frat volume is nearly mrnl;leted, and tha

ury desimble to commence the mecond with an
nerensed number of subscribera, !

He thinks his wotk ought to_receive the specinl

oantenance and nid of Lguwrelgtr!ul n':::l“ of tl'u

FEoig
y, s it is dev
wwell ns o scienee, | _nnd

a4 3

{Im‘;luulmn of the northweat boundary, woas the
apprehension, lest, by 8o doing, the settlement of
the fur more important matter of the northeastern
boundary should be jmpeded, or exposed to the
hazard of fiilure,

'I'I:iuﬁ'romu.'[ of apprehenaion now no longer ex-
ista; and her Majesty's government, therefore, be-
ing anxious to endeavor o remove, so far ns de-
pende on them, all cauee, however 'romote, of even

to the good understanding now so
1 Letween two countries which ought

nn e

s its pages are nt - the servies of all d 8 Eent risk
The work wm[‘% I“;‘ 'ul:!. - ;y ont happily

ly—in the city of Washington, D. C. umbus

Drew, and l'lﬂlﬁi by Jn-i:h‘?. P?lb:'; h:n‘_undu:- the

title of The iz af

It in comprised 1n 32 pagas oetayo—making 384
jor the volume,nt §1 50 per year. Agenis will
e liberally eompensated for procuring subseribers.
Brery person who will procure finer, (himaelf one of
jem,) will be expecied to send the money for three
wly. His enpy will be sent to him for a year with-
st charge. lgmirunm may be made to either
e prblisher or editor,

itors friendly to the work, will confer a great
kror by giving this notice, or a partof it, o place in
fheir papern a few Umes. s

The editor will be happy to exchange with al
wio may feel disposed todoso.

It has been nsked, *'What are the editor’s prin-
ipies " Although he thinks they may be inferred
from the title of bin work, he will, in one respect,
“dfine hin positian.”  Conscientiously holding the
spinion, that, tn promise and meear obedience,
redrietion or qualifiention, 0 any power but God
nal the law of the lond, is incompatible with repub-
liesmism and the rights of man, and debasing to the
high prerozative of eitizens of the United
tipecially if such obedience be promised and meorn
Io 8 foreign potentale or prince—and more umtlly
if it be of n religious or spirvitual characler—( use

meligious allegiance, if made in good fuith, neces-
prly is, an it should alwnys be, maount to all

er obligntions) —he will unceasingly controvert

tprapriety anil expediency of such an obligation
for civzens of the United Siates; and will also op-
pose, with all the ability which God and industry
ial| nfford him, ecery principle (by whomsoever
profesned ) at war with the frredom qulh mind, and
R oefect individual independence of thought, Juith, or

epinion,
Nov, Q20w 2wk lawdw,

TRAW CUTTERS.—Those who were hereto-

fure disnppointed in getting straw cutters (which
o selling fanter than | can have them made) can
pow be wapplied, if they will eall immediately at the
korer of B and Tth sireets.  Provender is so dear,
fhat thews boxes will save themselves in halfa year;
pod nobody who has a horae or a cow should be
[eithout one.
A wheat fan for sale chenp,

F. CALLAN,
Corner of E and Tth streets,

Nov. 28

THES it 10 give notice, that the subscriber has ob-
wined from the orphan's court of Waahington
F, in the District of Columbin, letters of administra-
0 00 the personal eniate of Sarnh Cummerford,
I8 of Waahington county, deceased, All persons
g clime agninst the deceased are hereby warn-
M 10 exhibin 1he same, with the vouchers thereof, o
e subincriber, on or before the 14th day of No-
imber next; they may otherwise, by law, be
hded from nil benefit of maid esmte. Given un-
i iny band, tiis 14th day of November, 1845,
MICHAEL NASH, Adm'r,

Nov U—tawdw®

ARPETINGS, CARPETINGS, CARPET)
4 INGS, &n.—The subscriber has just received
P offern an the very best terme, Saxony, Brussels
Ingrain encpetings.  Ele names, in part—
Ml yards rich Saxony carpetings, superl pat-
tErns
00 yarde extea nuper Brussels carpetings, su-
perh ptiernn
500 yards medium Brusscla carpetings, superh
phtiernn
1000 yarda three.ply earpetings, rich patterns
!.[m o, best quality ingrain carpetings
W e, medium 0. da.
10 sete Venetinn carpetings, of all the differ-
et widths and eolors
0 piseen rich printed floor drugger, from 1}
10 8 yards wide. Together with
100 hearth rugs, some of which are very supe-

rior,
h:]”' floor ail-cloths of every width and descrip-

never to be at variunce with each other, have deter-
mined to propone to the government of the United
Btates to ‘meot them in an endeavor to adjust by
tfdgnihe unsetcled question of boundary west of
the Rocky mountains. :

On the receipt of this despateh, therefore, I have
to demire that you will propose to Mr. Webster to
move the President to furnish the United States
minister at this court with such instructions as will
enable him to enter upon the negotiation of this
matter, with such person as may be appointed by
her Majesty for that ohject. And you will assure
him, at the same time, that we are prepared to pro-
ceed 10 the consideration of it in a perfect spirit of
fairness, and to adjust it on a basis oljequiwb & com-
promise. I

I am, with truth and regard, sir, your most
bedient humble servant. ;

ABERDEEN.

Mr. Webster to My, Fax.

Depanryest or Srare,
Washington, Nov. 25, 1842,

Bin: [ have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of your note of the 15th instant, upon the question
of the Oregon or northweatern boundary, with an
extract of a despatch recently add 1o you on
the subject by the Earl of Aberdeen, explanato
of the wishes of her Majesty's government; botl
of which I laid before the President n few doyas af-
terwarda, -

He directed me to say that he concurred entirely
in the expedienay of making the question respect-
ing the Oregon territory a subject of immediate at-
tention and negotiation beiween the two govern-
ments, He Imﬂlm\ﬂy formed the purpose of ex-
pressing this opinion in his mesasge to Congress;
and, at no distant day, a communication will be
made to the minister of the United Sintes in Lon-
don.

1 pray you to aceept the renewed nasurance of
my distinguished consideration.

DANIEL. WEBSTER.

tl. 8. Fox, esq., &e., &, &e.

Mr. Pakenham to Mr. Usshur,
Wasniwaron, February 24, 1844,

Amnng the matters at present under the consid-
eration of the two governments, there is none re-
specting which the British government are mare
anxious to eoms to an early and satisfactory ar-
rangement with the government of the United States
than that relating 1o the boundariea of the Oregon
or Columbia Tzrrilan.

The undersigned, her Majesty's envoy extraor-
dinary and miniater plenipotentiary, has accordingly
been instrurted to lose no time ip entering into com=
munieation with the Seeretary of State of the United
Biates upon the subject.

In fulibnent, then, of the commands of his goy-
emment, the undersigned has the honor 10 aequaint
My, Upshur that he will be "m{_y to confer with
him, with n view to ulterior negotiation on the sub-
jeet in_queation, whensoever it shall suit Mr, Up-
shur's convenience,

The undersigned in bappy in taking advantage of
this opportinity to offer to Mr. Upshur the assurance

of his high consideration. *
R. PAKENHAM,
Hon. Apes, P. Ursion, &e., &e., &,

Alr, Upshwer to Me. Pakenhom.
Derarruesr or Stare,
Washington, Febroary 26, 1844,

Thi nened, Seeretary of State of the United
Siaten, has the honor (0 acknowledge the receipt of
the note dated the 240 inst. from Mr. Pakenham,
her Majesty's envoy extrnordinary and miniater
plenipotentiary, in which he states that he will be
reudy to confer with the undersigned, with a view to
ulterlor nogotintion on the subjent of the boundaries |
of the Oregon or Columbia Territory, whensoever it
shall suit his convenience. )

In reply, the underaigned has the honor to inform
Mr. Pakenham that he will receive him for that
purpone, ot the Departmaat of State, to-morrow,
nt 11 o'clock . m. i .

The undersigned avails himaelf with pleasure of
1o offer to Mr. Pakenham assurances of

UNITED STATES HOTEL.

HE undersigned feel very grateful for the libe
iy il patronage hmawulrun thin establishmen!
8 opening,

g the lnst measmon, nn additional tenement,
ling on Pennmyleanin nyenue, han been procured
Y, and very many |m|n:uvum=nnll mo erdiu {‘u

T armngements, partienlacly os 8 the

:dh nd gentlemen's ur:linlriu:{hf mm‘!
*® flatter ourselves will compare favorably

it Ay others in the country,

A ﬁﬂ'!nll(y believing that we ean offer to thi
ler an sojourner in ke all the
™e of & “home,” we nolicit »

¢ Torms, ua beretofs i
Ror, 10— Bawqw I N

."n" shave eonda offer indusements rarely to be
*ith, and are sure to give entire i the
o, 3Bteadwif R. ESTEP.
P

his distinguished conmiderntion.
A. P. UPSHUR.
Ricnann Pakesnan, nsq, &e., &e., do.
My. Pakenham to Mr. Calhonn.
Wanmmeron, July 22, 1844,
Sin: In the archives of the Department of State
will be found a note which 1 had the honor to ad-
dreas, on the 24th February last, to the late Mr, Up-
shar, expressing the desire of her Majesty's gov-
ernment to conelude with the govermment of the
United Staten n satisfactory nrrangoment respecting
ihe boundary of the Oregon or Columbia Ter-

Lory.
"'1’1{- lamented denth of Mr, Upshur, which oe-
curred within o fow d-r after tha date of that note,
the wnterval which took place betwmen that event
and the app of a v and the

urgeney and importance of various matters which

inform you that 1 am now ready to enter on the ne-
gotintion, and, far that purpose, propose n confer-
onee to.mnrrow nt 1 o'eloek, p. m., at the Depart-
ment of Suve, if perfecily convenient to you, but,
if not, nt any other which it may suit your conve-
nience Lo wppoint.

The government of the United Siates participates
in the anxioun desire of that of Great Britain that
the subject may be easily and satisfactorily ar-
rangod. :

1 have the honor to be, with high considerntion,
sir, your obedient sérvant,

1. €. CALHOUN,

The Right Hon. R, Pakesnam, &e.

Mr. Pukenhawn to Mr. Calhon.

Wasinvaroxn, Aug. 22, 1844,
Sin: 1 have had the honor to receive your note of
this morning’sdate, in which you aignify your read-
inexs o enter on the negotintion in reference to the
Oregon Territory, proporing to me to meel you in

ronference on that subject to-morrow at 1 o'clock.
In reply, | have the honor to nequaint you that [
shall have great plersure in wailing on dyou at the

Department of State at the hour proposed,
Be plensed to aceopt the assurance of my distin-

guished conaideration,
. PAEENHAM.

The Hon, J. C. Capuovy, &e.

Protocols.

On the 23d of August, 1844, a conference wans
held by appointment at the office of the Secretary of
State, in the city of Washington, between the Hono-
ruble John C. Calhoun, Secretary of State of the
United Swtes, ond the Right Honorable Richard
Pakenham, her Britannic ﬁl.tnty'l envoy extra-
ordinary and minister plenipotentinry, both duly
nuthorized by their respective governments to treat

tember; when the Britinh plenipotentiary stated that
bie had read with due attention the statement, (mark-
ed B,) presented by the American plenipotentinry at
the last conference, but that it had not we dkened the
impression previously entertained by him with re-
gard to the clnims nndvrighu of Great Britmin, as ex-
pluined in the paper lately presented by him, (mark-
ed 1).) That reseeving for a tuture occasion such
observations as he might wish to present by way of
explanations in reply to the statement last preseni-
ed by the American plenipotentinry, he was for the
present obliged to declare, with reference 1o the eon-
cluding part of that statement, that he did not feel
authorized to enter into discussion respecting the ter-
ritary north of the 49th parallel of latitude, w ich was
understood by the British government to form the
bagia of negotiation on the side of the United States,
ag the line of the Columbin formed that on the side
of Great Britnin. That the proposal which he had
presented was offered by Great Britain as an honor-
able compromise of the claima and pretensions of
both parties, and that it weuld of eourse be under-
stood a3 having been made subject to the condition
recorded in the protocal of the third conference held
between the respective plenipotentiaries in London,

in December, 1826.*
J. €. CALHOUN,
. PAKENHAM,

The seventh conference was held ut the Depart-
ment of State on the 16th of July, 1845, between
the [Ton. Jamen Duchanan, Secretary of State, the
American plenipatentinry, and the Right Honorable
Richand kenham, the British plenipotentinry;
when the pending negotiation respecting the Oregon
Territory was resamed,  The American plenipoten-
tinry presented to the British plenipotentiary a state-
ment, (marked J B,) bearing date 12th July, 1845,
made in compliance with the request of the latter,

tained in hinatntement (marked D) that the Amer-

af the respective elaims of the two to the
Oregon Territory, with the view to eatablish a per-
manent boundary between the two countries west-
ward of the Rocky mountains to the Pacific ocean.

The conference was opened by assurances on
both sides of the desire of their respective govern-
ments to approach the queation with an enrnest de-
aire, and in the spirit of compromise, to effect an
adjustment consistent with the honor and just in-
terests of either party. The plenipotentiories then
procecded 1o examine the actoal sate of the guos-
tion ne it stood st the jast unsuccessfal stiempt 1o
adjnat it.

his done, the Ameriean plenipotentiary desired
to receive front the British plenipotentinry any
fresh proposal he might be instrueted to offer on the
part of his government towards effecting an adjust-
ment.

The British plenipotentiary said he would be
ready to offer such a proposal at their next confer-
ence, hoping that the American plenipotentiary
would be ready to present a proposal on the part of
his government. 'Pha conference adjourned, 1o meet
on Monday, the 26th instant.

J, C. CALHOUN.
R. PAKENAAM.

On the 26th of Ang&ul?!&u. the second confer-

spring of 1811, they ma
on the south #ide of the river, a few miles above

next apring, they commenced their return, and con-
tinued their exploration up the river, ‘noting it va-
rious Dbranches, and tracing some of the principal;
and finally arrived at 8t Louis in Sepiember, 1
after a nbience of two vears and four months.

It waa this important expedition which brought
o the knowledge < the world thin great river—the
greatent hy far ou the western side of this conti-
nepl—with ita numercous branches, and the vast re-
giona through which it flowa, above the pointa to
which Gray ond Vancouver hnd ascended. It
ook place many yesrs before it was visited and
explored by any subject of Great Britain, or of an
other eiviized nation, so far as we are informed.
It as clearly entitles us to the claim of priority
of discovery, a8 to its head branches, and the ex-
ploration of the river and raéi;m through which it
passes, a3 the voysges of !min Gray and the
Spanish navigator, Heceta, entitled us to priority in
reference to its mouth, and the entrance into its
channel,

Nor is our priority of settlement lesa certain, Fs-
tablishments were formed by American citizens on
the Columbia as early as 1809 and 1810. [In the
latter year, a company was formed in New York,
at the head of which wsa John Jacob Astor, a
wenlthy merchant of that city, the object of which
was to form a regular chain of establishments on the
Columbia river and the contiguous coasts of the
Pacifie, for commercinl purposes. Early in the
their first establishment

Point George; where they were visited in July fol-
lowing b r. Thompson, a surveyor and astrono-
mer of the Northwest Company, and his party.
They had been sent out by that company to fore-
atall the American company in occupying the mouth
of the river, but found themselves defeated in their
ohject.  The American company formed two other

ted blish higher up the river: one
ut the of the O} with the north

ican plenipotentiary would propose an ar
for an equitable adjustment of the question, and also
define the nature and extent of the claims of the
United States to the territory north of the valley of

the Columbia.
JAMES BUCIHANAN,
It. PAKENHAM.

(A.)
Wasminarox, 3d September, 1844,

The undersigned, Ameriocun pluniipmmu'.ury, de-
elineh the pro of the British plesipatentiary,
on the ground that it would have the effect of re-
strieting the possessions of ths United States 1o
limits far more cireumseribed than their claims elear-
ly entitle them to, T proposes to limit their nprth-
ern boundary by a line drawn from the Rocky
mountains along the 49th parallel of latitade to the
northeasternmost branch of the Colambia river,
and thence down the middle of that river to the sen—
giving to Great Britnin all the eountry north, and
to the United States all south, of that line, exeept n
detached territory extending on the Pacific and the
Straite of Fuea, from Bulfinch's horbor to Hood's
canal, To which it i= proposed,in nddition, to
make freo to the United States any port which the
United States government might desire, either on

ence was held between the ve plenig th: inland or on Vancouver’s island, south of
ries, at the office of the Secre ry of State. ]n&tude 499, i : i =

‘The British pleni tinry offered n paper con-| By turning to the map hereto annexed, and onf
tnining » proposal for ndjusti the conflieting | which the propased boundary ia marked in peneil,

claimn of the two eonntries. The American plenipo-
tentinry declined the propossl. Some remarks fol-
lowed in referenee to the claima of the two counn-
tries to the territory, when in became apparent that
a more full undersundig of their respective views
in reference to them was necessary nt this stage, in
order to facilitate future proceedings. [t was accord-
ingly agreed that written sitatementa contauning their
views shoulil be presented before any further at-
tompt shonld be made to adjust them.

It wan nlso ngreed that the Ameriean plenipoten-
tinry shoulil present a stat tat the next confer-
ence; and that he sbould inform the British pleni-
potentiary when he was prepared to hold it.

1. C. CALHOUN,
R. PAKENHAM.

Propasal affeved by the British plewipolentinry af the
secomd conference,

Whereas the proposals made on both sides in
the courans of the last negotintion had been mutaally
declined, her Majeaty's g[ntemmenl were prepared,
in nddition to what had already been offered on the
part of Great Britain,® and in ‘proof of their earnest
desire to arrive at an arrangement suitable to the in
terents and wishes of both partiea to undertake to
make frea to the United Staes, any port or ports

it will be seon that it assigns to Great Britain almost
the entire region (on its north side) drained by the
Columbin river, lying on ita northern bank. ~1tis
not deemed necessary to state st large the claims
of the United States 1o this lerritory, and the grounds
on which they rest, in order to make good the as-
sertion that it restriets the possessions of the Uni-
ted Sites within narrower bounda than they are
elearly entitled to. It will be sufficient for thin pur-
pone to show that they are fairly entited to the en-
tire region drained by the river; and (o the estab-
lishment of this point, the undersigned proposes ac-
cordingly to limit hiz remarks st present.

Our claims to the portion of the territory drained
by the Columbia river may Le divided into those
we have in our own proper right, and thoss we
have derived from France and Spain,  We ground
the former, as ngainst Great Britain, on priority of
dilr.over{! and priurilf of exploration nnd settle
ment.  We reat our elaim to discovery, na againat
her, on that of Captain Gray, a &itizen of the United
States, who, in the ship Columbia, of Boston, pass-
ed its bar and anchored in the river, ten miles above
ita. mouth, on the 1ith of May, 1792; and who
afierwardn sailed up the river twelve or fifteen
miles, and left it on the 20th of the same month, eall-
ing it ** Columbia," after his ahip, which name it still

* The precise re and termy of the offer on the [mrt ol
Cireal Britaln, here referred to, are shown by the ollowing
extracts from the protocals of the conferences which took
place at London fn 1823 and in 1435:

Protocol of the twenty-thicd eonferenve, July 18, 1894, — Fir
tract from the British paper,

“The boundary line between the territories claimed hy
his Britannie Majesty, and those claimed by the United
Staten, to the west, in both enaes, of the Rocky mountaine,
shall b drawn dup wost slong the 40th rruhl"l of north
intitnde, to the rolnt where that paraliel strilces tue great
northensternmast branch of the Oregon or Calumbin fver—
mairked in the maps as Motlilliviay's river—thence down
along the middle of the Oregon or Columbia, 1o its junetion
with the Pacific ocean: the navigation of the whele channel
Lniag perpetunlly free to the subjects wnd citizens of both
partios; the said subjocts and cltizens being ulro
cally at liberty, during the term of ten years (ron
hersof, (o pais and repass, by land and by water;
novigate, with their vessels and merchandise, all the rivers
by, harbors, and creeks, ad herolofore, on either sidg of
peemeontioned line; and to trado with all and any of
tions free of daty or impost of any kind, subjeot only
oh local regulations we, in other respents, eithor of the
twn contracting partios may find il neceasary to enforee
witliin its own lmite, and probibited from furnishing the
natived with frearms, and ather exceptionable articles, 1o
be. herealter nnomeated; and i s further eepocially ngroed,
that veithor of the high contracting parties, iheir respscl.
ive suljects or citizens, shall, honceforward, form any set.
tlements within the limits assigned hershy to the other,
wost of the Nocky mountains—it being af the same lime
understond that any settlements already formed by the
Bedtish to the south and cast of the boumdary line aliove
daseribwd, or by eitizens of the United States to the north

On these facts our claim to the discovery and en-
trunce into the river rests. They are oo well at-
teated to be controveried.  But they have been op-

ssed by the alleged discoveries of Mearen and

ancouver. It s true that the former explored n
portion of the coast through which the Columbia
flows into the ocean, in 1788, (five years Lefore
Captain Gra cronsed the Dbar and une{nml in the
river,) in order to uscertain whether the river, as
Inid down in the Spanish charte, and ealled the St
Roe, existed or not: but it is equally true that he
did not even discover it.  Ou the contrary, he ox-
preasly declares, in his necount of the voyage, ns the

| result of his observations, that “mwe can now safely
U assert that there is no such viver as that of the 81, Roe, as

lwid dovens in the Spanish charts;"" and, an i to perpet-
uate bis disappoiniment, he called the promoniory
lying north of the inlet where he expectod o dis-
cover it, Cape Disappointment, and the inlet itwelf, |
Deception Bay, 1t i also true that Vaneouver, in
April, 1792, explored the same const; but it in no
less a0 that he failed to discover the river—of which
hin own journal furnishes the most conclusive evi-
dence, an well as his strong convieton that no such
river existed,  So strong waa it iffleed, that, when
he fell in with Captain Gray, shorily wfterwards,
and waa informed by him that he had been off the
mouth of a river, in latitude 46 degreea 10 minutes,

and west of the w Line, shall contintie to be ocenpled | whome outlet was 8o atrong an to prevent liis enter-
and enjoyed, ot the plessire of (i present progc ;w or | i ho 1 ined atill i dul and strongly ex-
Kind, nntil the 1 i

ocenpants, without et or hindraves of -r?
expiration ol the abave-mentioned term ol
date hareol™

Pratocol of the thivd conference, December 1, 1600,

“Tho British plenipotentiaries, in order to ovines the
warneat desies of their government to wiford every [neility
fo the final adjostmant of the question of bonndary, suh.
mitted the following wrms of scoommodntion, with s view
to thelr relerénco 1o the American government:

* "That, conslilering that the p of u nafe anl com-
modions post on the northwest const of Amevica, Atted far
the mereption of largn ships, might be an ohjeot of grent
interest and importanee to the United States, and that no
weh port wan 1o be fonml between the 40 degree of latitnde
and the Columbin river, Great Britain, in still sdhering to
that river as a bai s willing w0 iar to medily her form.
ar proposal o b 4 far an alie was concermod,

yours from the | P

ressed himself to that effect in his journal. It wna

w t'hp Unite) Staten, the seaning of Port Discovery, a
most valushle harhor on the santhern const of De Foca's
inlet; and to annax thereto all that trast of conntry com. |
prised within a line to be drawn from Cape Flattery, nlnn‘]
the ssuthern shore of De Faea's inlet, to Point W.RII"I. ut
the northwestern ex ‘;o Admiralty inlet; from thenos
along the western share of that inlet, neross the entmnce of
Ho::‘- inlet, to the point of Inmd forming the northenstern
-_nlmmil{ of the aald inlet; from thenee slong the rastern
ahore of that inlel to the anathern axtremity o the same,
from thenen dirsct to the seuthern point of Gray's harbor;
from thenoe slong the shore of the e to Cape Flattory,
as before mantioned

wars further willing to siipulate, that ne works
should at any time he erected ai tha sntrance of the rver
Columbia, or npan the hanks of the smo, that might be cal-
wuluted ta impeds or hinder the free navigation by
the vessnls or bynts of elther part

: (i

above its mouth; and the other on theSpok;

Pands

Spain, The former we obtained
Louisinna, rtified in 1803; and the latter by the

west of the M ppiy
the Rocky monntains, and stretching south between
that river nnd those mountains to the possessions of
Bppin, the line between which and ours was aftor-

branch of the Columbia; about six hundred miles

.;f}.
¥
miles above.

These posts into the possession of Great
Britain during the war which was declared the next
year; but it was provided by the first arlicle of the
treaty of Ghent, which terminated it, that *“all ter-

stream fulling into the north branch, some

ritorien, places, and possessions wohatever taken by either
pm:yﬁos:s the other during the war, or which may be
taken the signing
isfamas hereafter n-ii-izrin
be restored mdl mﬂq.

-3

the frealy, excepling th
the Bay of Fundy) shull
Under lﬁ- provision,
which blink of the Amer-
jean pany on the Columbia, Astoria was for-
milly restored, on the 6th of October, 1818, b

i

ngenia duly authorized on the part of the Britis
government 1o restore the possession, and to an

nt duly authorized on the part of the government
the United States to ra-eive it—which placed our
ssion where it was before it passed into the
of British subjects.

Buch are the facts on whick we rest our claims to

priority of discovery and priority of exploration and
eeittlement, an

drained by the
claims we have, in our own proper right, to that re-

inat Great Britain, to the region
lumbin river. 8o much for the

on.
To these we have added the claims of France and
i by the treaty of

treaty of Florida, mtified in 1819. By the former,

we acquired all the rights which Franee had 1o Lou-
imiana *“fo the extent it nowe has (1803) in the handy of
Spain, and thel it had when Fronce possessed if, ond
aweh as it should be after the treaties subsequently enleved
into by Spain and other States.”
Catholic Majesty “‘ceded to the Uniled States all his

ri

By the latter, his

ights, claims, ond pretensions™ 1o the country lying
west of the Rocky mountsing, and north of a line

drawn on the 42d parallel of latitude, from a point
on the south bank of the Arkansas, in that parallel,
ta the South Sea; that is, 10 the whole region elaim-
ed b
that lin

i" Spain west of those mountaina, and north of
|l

The cession of Louisiana gave us undisputed title

g to the of

e | add

. ’ \
it B rted in our favor, Our well-founded claim, ground-
ed on continuity, has | “wtrengthoned, during
‘I..i.lu towarda !Iﬂ-':'e' i.r s
" terr l incieaan, eope-
- cially in the valley dlﬂ-‘.w well as
'“wﬂrmnﬂ. mg".:l-. the terri-
m more wullh stronger
g . — e e e e s Lt s v _llw& Anio, it L
s e - - ST cu the fieat convention was concluded, in 1818,
“ LIBERTY, THE UNION, AND THE CONSTITUTION.” , NUMBER 187. our whole pﬂl;lnian id_not exceed nine mili
———— — e T —— —————— = = e . :'I):: .I ﬂh%ﬁ;mﬁb
. = ¥
WASHINGTON CITY, SATURDAY NIGHT, DECEMBER 6, 1845. e e
e e e e . S et o v not wore than two hundred thousand were on the
e . ey bwﬂni;sed!hsrldm. Now, on&“pommlm ma
offered th Ivew to your altention i dintely | which the United Siates government might desice, | lighteat d shake the elaim of Captain Gray to | markable contest, that o i ward ¥ salimated ok, noy . HARGLAE T~
after your accession to office, syficiently explain | cither on the mainland or on Vmun:z‘a island, pirforily umnry. lndeed, 8o noc::l.mn in the | be pronounced to M&urmgl!m:'l‘to. Erlam :mf w:'f'rh”r:' L"} eight millions inhabit
why it has not hitherto been in the power of your | south of latitude 49°. evidence in hin favor, that it has been attempted to |land bas had at least the advantage of the result ‘:.‘- iy b ‘l".‘h in the valley of the Mis-
government, sir, to atlend 1o the important matteo Lo R. P. | evade our claim on the novel and wholly untenable | and would seem to be foreclosed agni ing | & "P‘ﬂ and of which ypwards of one millica
which 1 yofer. : ik " that his discovery was made, not in n na-| the principle—particularly sa us, who cot- | This nori &1‘?’ and Territories weat of that river
Dut, the session of Congresa having heen brought |  On the 3d of September, 1844, the third confer | Gonal, but private vessel. Such, and w0 incontesta- | iributed #a.much to that reault, and on whom that | oo porion, '“m’m in now increasing
to a close, and the present being the seuson of the | ence way held, at the office of the tary of State, | ble, is the evidence of our claim, as ugainst Great | contest, and her example and pretensions, from the li“ mﬂ? L‘Pﬂ! {uh : “"ﬂl“ Uill.[m a short
year when the least public business is vsually wrding to appoi The American plenipo- | Britain—from priority of discovery, na to the mouth | fiest settlement of our country, have contributed to mi, o Has of L 38 e
transacted, it oecurs to me that you may now feel | tentiary | a written of his views | of the river, crossing its har, entering it, and sailing | impress it o deeply and indelibly. ,'i.  thi 4 wlati - £
at ]_nmu:a to d to the d of that|of the claims of the United States o the por-| up is stream, on the voyage of Caprain Gy alane; ut the teaty of 1763, which termihated that | 4. :‘h - ‘}“t m;‘rgg of populatiou, & dﬁ
subject. At all events it becomes my duty o re- | tion of the territory drained by the waters of without taking into consideration the prior discovery | memorable and “eventful struggle, yieldod, as has | M" ‘.‘I. the Mississippi, may be ad
call it to your recoliection, and to repeat the earnest | the Columbia river, (marked A,) and containing his | of the Spanish navigator, Heeeta—which will be | been stated, the claima and all the chartered rights | oo ity of y ing tha Oregon territary, in
desire of hee Majesty's government that a question | reasons for decliniig to becept the proposal n'gumd more particularly referred to hereafter. of the colonies beyond the Mississippl. The sev- I'-wn:;““‘ﬁc;;‘r the dincovery of the remacknble pass
on which so much intereat is felt in both countries | by the Britiah plenipotentiary at their second con-| Nor ia the evidence of the priority of onr discav- | enth npticle establishes that river as the anent !'ﬁme' -ﬁ, m"“-""f.u A e d the vy
should be disposed of at the earliest moment con- | ference. ery of the head-branches nfﬁ:nrivr.r and its explo- | boundary between the Eo-nbnl of Great Brit- | ,o0o0n lh:[u?;m?“ 80 EPeat, a2 mp‘-"
sislent with the convenience of the governmant of J. C. CALHOUN. | ralion less conclusive, Defore the treaty was rati- |nin and " France on this continent. 8o much | o 3l : ‘d'l“‘l"“' now travel wi MCo-“y
the United Btates, . R. PAKENHAM, |fied by which we acquired Louisinna, in an (as relates to the subject in in the M"Fih&mhhﬁm" o the navigable waters of the
1 have the honor to be, with high consideration, — expedition was the head of which were | words: “The confines b the ‘dominions of M3 | foer of . th causes have had tha ef-
sir, your obedient servant, On the 12th of September, 1844, the fourth con- Lewis and William Clarke—to | Britannic Majesty in that part of the world (the conti- I.:,"‘fl th ing :n:w'. of our population tow-
R. PAKENHAM. |ference was held, at the offiee of the Secretary of | explore the river Missouri and ita pri :i‘rl branches | nent of Mlmerica) shall be ficed irrmuw&, a lime | t-lu: oLy, th i d m“"'
The Hon, Jonx C, Qarnouw, &e. " State; when the British plenip y_ presented | to their and then to week and trace to ite | drasen alomg the middie of the river Mississippi “’E?tuu h m,:. b ‘h‘ll:
Sl his , (marked D) ter to “that of the | termination i the Pacific sorge stream, ‘ohether the | source to the viver Ibervilie; -umm.i,-nurm 'l‘lu‘ ks w&mtm . In:‘
My, Calheun to Mr. Pakenh A plenip iary, (marked A,) presented at| Colwmbia, the Oregon, the Colorado, or auy pther | drows along the middle of this river and the 'Mndnut:nl with inmmmd volume po 4
Derantizxt or Srate, the preceding conference, which wight offer the most direet and practicable water- | rpas and in, lo the sea,” &e. There th °'h doubt that the
Washington, Aug. 29, 1844, J. C. CALHOUN. ication weross Lhe continent, for the purpose of | This important stipulation, which thus estab- | oe /1 SR P mhinh -““u"
. e Ly g R. PAKENHAM. | commerce.” The purty began to ancend the Missouri | lishes the Missisaippi as the line *fired irvevocably” | E N SaOp. X J our population
Sim: The various subjects whicli necessarily o= g in May, 1604, and, in the summer of 1805 red | batwesst the dota of the two Aountzies oo Uis | from the shores of the Atlaniic across the
claimed my '";““"“r“" entering on .‘h‘ duties of | Ay (e fifth conforénce, held at 1he office of the | the head-waters of the Columbia river. ANer eross- inent, in effect extinguishes in favor of France :Wthum’ 1o ":‘r; of the will im-
my office have heretnfire, aa you justly suppose 10 | socratary of State, on the 20th of September, the | ing many of the streams falling into it, reached | whatever claim Grent Britain mny have had to the 1 padedi B L R
our nnm_oi:' the 224 of ""L’"" prevented me| 4ol reni ! delivered to the British | the Kooskooskee, in Iatitude 430 34’ ed 1 west of the Missismippi. 1t of the Rocky mountain into the of the Colum-
i th P '—“'“im m? hie "3:" 'Sd sh- | pleniy iary a , (marked 13} in rejoinder | that to the principal northern branch, which they |could not the rights of Spain—the only other E:‘d':"h the whole regien by %is dos.
T whe negoliation in reference to the CreEN | to his counter statement, (marked A 8 called Lewia's—followed that to ita junction with | nation which had any pretence of claim weat of that | ' e dbyu. that portion of the terris
st f WS . J. C. CALHOUN. | thegreat northern branch, which they called Clarke— | river; but it the right of continuity pre- | T e The
S DASERESMEIE D0, SRSPRIChA] SHoyE1 LS K. PAKENHAM. |and thence descended t the mouth of the river, | viously claimed by Great Britain from extending | tordem el telcids on Wwhic Tk
ply o the nete which you did me the honor to ad- whars TRy, Ingdet, ol socaaried oo Sl Remth bc’wzh‘ R i o2 P undernigned believes them to be d )
dreas to me of the date above mentioned, 1 have to |y cicn conferencs wan el on the 24th Sep-| side, on Cape Disappointment, and wintered. The |ty  of Louisis i i 1""’ I th Unmiwd trusts that the British plenipotentiary will see in

sll the claims acquired by France and sur- tiems sufficlent’ sansang why be: Shooid degiiag hie

S A posal
rendered by Great Britain, under the provisions of Wfi h:ﬂb‘ firniad bl AR, Mo U
i i Ly o a3, fur the
that trealy, 10 the country weat of the Missisnippi, | resent, from prescating the claidia which the Uni-

ted States may have to other portions of the terri-

ad, mmoug others, the one in question.  Certain it
:r.i that I'lir:(n'a had the ml' {:g‘?u of conti;l:’i‘ly, in lm'?-
RIS O Bier PHANSEN 0N’ O uisiana, and the ex- | "y yndersigned avails himself of this oceanion
""f"l‘hm""' of the right of England, by the trenty | 1o renew 1o the British plenipotentiary assurances
of 1763, 10 the whole country west of the Rocky ¢ jiis high consideration
mountains, nnd‘l)fmg west of Louisiand, as sguinst r ; 1. C. CALHOUN
0, which England had to tie country westward | R p, e o, Ko & i
ot the Alleghuny mountaing, an against Fronee — v WHAN, enq., &e., &, do.
with lhilu:ﬂi::‘cnw,rﬁl;f Spain had nothing o op-i (D)
pose to the claim of Frunce, at the time, but the i 1844
EROr sy ol even "ha:édﬁnzh';‘l h!"l'*'"“" The undersigned Brulnhs";:?.:nl::ry has
g, o o camn o o pored o tho Tight of | atudied, with Tach inierest and aiant1on, the staee
s e 0%, o, o o s et (ke A il by e A il
Rocky mountains, (:a Sty be inficted ;:;:1 Il;;: declines the proposal offered Ly the Britiah plenipo-
naps,) m“;hl;_: At P;‘,';“ﬂ’ﬂ’ ur;:]mmm Briwin had lunulzluﬁ! asn :‘umprm?:u of the difficultiea of the
1 L) e L
the Al .;"“Y?m‘ lh:rsﬂill:lir;f:ll::lll :r::;;f by that proposal would, in the estimation of the
us they had dequired the rights of France, should ‘.'\m:l_’l”""“ Pl"“.i""“““‘r’-é““" the efftct of restricts
assert the sume claim, and take n o8 immedi- | 18 the | one of nited States to limita fac
nl.eiy :ﬁr w0 explsn it, mm a mwhw i ik, ibed than their claims clearly entitle
and settlement.  Dut mince then we have strepgth- e et .
aned our title, by adding 1o our own proper claims | _The claims of the United States o the portion of
and those of tj‘rmce the claima also of Spain, by the , territory drained b{ the Columbia_river are divided
treaty of Florida, s has been stated. |into those adduced ‘itha United Sates in their own
The claims which we have acquired from her be- Proper right, and those which they have derived
me‘ the Ituc}tydpmunl.-uu %nd the Pacific rest on ,i‘.’h:}::_‘: u:'_‘f.sP"."" Giran Brisin they
er priority of "discovery. Numerous voyages of i rpelln, SALRIN gres
discovery, cnmrpenci.ngrwyilh that of Mnkllg:ﬁo in o0 ‘P““'.“r of discovery and priority of exploration
1528, and ending with that under Gal and 'mTh o e : )
Valdes in 1792, were undertaken by her author- ' e ciaim derived from France originates in the
ity, along the northweatern const of North Amer- u"“g ?t’;dlm' by which Louisiana was o
ica. That they discovered and explored not only ' the United States, with all ita rights and appurte-
the entire coast'of what is now called the Oregon 'hances, a3 fully and in the same manner as they had
Territory, but still further north, isa fact o well Iﬂ:‘.“ acquired by the Fiench republic; and the claim
entablished to be controverted  at this i:]y. The | ""i“‘d from Spain is founded on the Lreaty con-
voynges which they performed will accordingly he | €0 ed with that power in u"l{“' 1819, wh
over at present without being ruriicylurly al- | his I‘h"h‘ Majesty ceded ta the United States
aded to, with the exception of that of Heceta, Hia ' is rights, claims, and p ionn to the terri
discovery of the mouth of the Columbin river has "3:“" cast and narth of a cerwain line teeminating on
been already referred to. Tt was made on the 15th | the Pucific, in the 424 degree of north latitude,
of August, 1775—many years anterior to the voy-| Depurting from the order in which these three
nges of Meares and Vancouver, and was prior to ”:}:::“l::r;hg;ﬁﬂ:;u::: h,u:'x.i:‘ym:m&u‘
r
euve o ob’m. with o the claim deri

Cook's, who did not reach the northwestern coust un-
ul 1778, The claima it gnve to Bpain of priority of |
discovery were transferred to us, with all others
belonging to her, by the treaty of Floridn; which,
to the discoveries of Captain Gray, places
our right to the discovery of the mouth ‘and en-
traneeinto the inlet and’ river beyond all eontro. | France, and
. | the United States i
hngnnmu Bnclty mountains. There in, on m
| other sirong reason to su| a“
| time wheu Louisiana was ceded mmum States,
| its acknowl western boundary was the Rocky
i uch npy to have liwen the opinion
of President Jeffernon, under whowe aunpices the ac-
isition of Loui wns lish

In a letter writlen by him in August, 1803, are to
be found the following words:

The bouudaries (of Louisians) which I deem not admit”
ting question, are the :l?h lnnds onthe western side of the
Missisxippl, incl its waters—the Missouri, of course
—and in the line drawn from the northwest
of the Lake of the Woods to the nearest source of the
::-Iﬁa‘.:hmg settled between Grest Britain and the Uni-

e

In another and more formal document, dated in
July, 1B07—that in to

from Franee, that he has not been able to discover
any evidence tending to eswablish the hlrlul that Lou-

veray.
ll’;- been objectad that we claim under various
and conflicting titles, which mutually destroy each
other, 8och might indeed be the fact while they
were held by different parties; but since we have
rightfully sequired Loth those of Spain and France,
und eoncentrated the whole in our hands, they mu-
tunlly blend with each other, and form one strong
and connecied chain of title inst_the opposing
claims of all others, innluding t Britain.
In order to present more fully and perfectly the
unds on which our claimsto the region in ques-
tion rests, it will now be necessary 1o turn to
the time when Astoria was restored to us, under the
visions of the treaty of Ghent, and to trace what
m aince ocew between the two countries in
refer:nce to the territory, and inquire whether their
respective cliima have affected the eetile- :[; nearly n_year afier the
ments since made in_ the tecritory by Great Britain, | return of Lewis and Clarks from their expedition to
or the ocourrences which have since taken pl ' the Pacific, and fifteen years afler Grra
The restoration of Astorin tnok place, under the [the Columbia river—is recorded Jefferson's
provisiuns of the treaty of Grhent, on the Gth day of | opinion of the impolicy of giving offence to Spain
October, 1318—the efféct of which was to put Mr, [ by any intimation that the claima of the United
Prevost, the mnu\uthurl:;dulry our government to Sustes extended 1o the Pacific; and we have the nu-
of the

receive i, in i , with | thority of an American hiswrian; distingui for
the right ot all timeato be d and considered | the attention and which he has beatowed
the le subject of the Oregon Territory, for

y admitted | on the who
Py h'l ladi

Arty in possesion, as was explicitl
by r.cm; Castlereagh in the ﬁrﬂp.-\s | g that the western boundaries of Louisi-
tween the two governments in reference to the 'ana, as it was ceded by France to the United Buates,
treaty. The words of Mr. Rush, our plenipoton- | were those indicated by nature—namely, the high
tiary on that oceasion, in his letter to Mr. Adams, | landa separating the waters of the Mississippi from
then Secretary of State, of the 14th of Fabraary, , those fulling into the Pacific.

1818, reporting what passed between him and his| From the acquisition, then, of Louisiana, aa it
lordship, are, * that Lord Castlerengh admitted in the | woa received from France, it seemas clear that the

wnrds determined by the treaty of Florvida, It also

added much to the strength of our title to the region

beyond the Rocky mountainas, by restoring to usthe
0 link ufy inuity weatward to the Pacific,

which had been surrendered by the treaty of 1763—

as will be hereafier shown.

‘That continuity furnishes a just foundation for a
claim of territory, in connexion with those of E:s

most ample extent onr vight o be reinstaled, and to be | United States can deduce no claim 1o territory weat
the party in possession, while treating of the title."* | of the Rocky mountains. But even if it ware other-
"hat negotistion terminated in the convention of | wise, and if France had even possessed or asserted
the 20th of October, 1818—the third article of which | a claim to territory west of the Rocky mountains,
is in the following words: | aa appertaining to the territory of Louisiana, that
1t is agreed that any country that may be cluimed by 'olaim, whatever it might be, was necessarily trans-
:Illl'.'l:: g:.r‘l’;ou the n?nhu:m conit of An:r!uiuwgny:m | ferred to i- ﬁ;‘l'l \t}‘llﬂ:‘ Louiniana waa hjnth ﬂl::
bays, and gree igutio rivers within pON-READ e g ket v o

nn{u-, be free and ;::I:F&::I:n‘t:‘:: :E -l.fa yeurs from the | PTOVIRONS of the treaty between Spain and Great
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